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Welcome to high school! Your first year of high school is an exciting time, especially if you are 

transitioning to a new, much larger school. Regardless of where you went to middle school- down the 

street, a bus ride away, or in another state, high school can be intimidating for even the most prepared 

students. Be aware that once you step into your first class, the very first day of your freshman year, 

you are applying to college. It is essential to always put your best foot forward and always do your very 

best! 

I hope that I did not scare you with that statement, but it is true. It is important that you become 
comfortable with your new environment. Celebrate your accomplishments, but also learn from your 
mistakes. If you are having a difficult time academically, talk to someone. Your parents are going to be 
a great source of comfort and wisdom during this time as well as the magnet faculty. We are all here to 
see you succeed. In order to help you navigate this first year, I have provided a month by month guide 
for what you should be doing below. 

 
JULY 

• Participate in Eagle-Fly-By where you will have an opportunity to meet the administrative 
team, learn about SCHS sports and clubs, receive information for ParentVue and 
StudentVue, and receive first day of school information. 

• Go shopping for your school supplies. Some items you will be able to get in advance, but 
other things you will have to wait until your teacher tells you what they expect in their 
classes. You will not receive a long supply list like you did in elementary and middle school. 

• Get an organizer/planner so that you can stay on top of assignments, school events, and 
social life. Time management is the key to success as a magnet student! 

 

AUGUST 

• Show up the first day with a positive attitude. 

• Figure out your schedule. If there is an issue, see your magnet coordinator, Mrs. Angela 
Hurley, in the magnet office or send her an email immediately. 

• Get to know your teachers and your new classmates. You will see them often!  

• Engage in the lessons your teachers are providing and ask questions when you do not 
understand. 

• Attend Magnet Open House.  

 
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 

• Look at your classes for next semester. Make sure they are correct.  

• Get to know and understand the high school graduation requirements for graduation and 
the magnet seal.  

• Participate in school activities; this is a great way to meet new people. 

• Mrs. Hurley will be monitoring all your grades throughout the semester. If your grades are 

not where they should be mid-semester, she will be contacting your parent and calling you 

in as well for a conversation. We do not want to lose you as a magnet student.  
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Georgia High School Graduation Requirements 

 
 

Program of Study for the SCHS Magnet Class of 2024 
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What does your high school transcript say about you? 

 
You are probably aware that your high school transcript is a record of every final grade you earn in 
high school and that all those grades are averaged to produce a single number, your cumulative GPA. 

 
College admissions officers have their eyes on more than just the bottom line. There are many things 
they examine to get a sense of what kind of college student you will be. 

 
 Freshman Grades  

In case you were thinking they were not important; you now know otherwise. Your freshman grades 
make up approximately one-quarter of your cumulative high school GPA, grade point average. If you 
bomb freshman year, it will follow you for the next three years. (This includes art, gym, band class, or 
any course for which you will receive a grade.) 
 
Trends  
Colleges expect your grades to be consistent or to improve. If you received A’s as a sophomore, and C’s 
in senior year, they will conclude that you are a capable student who became lazy. 
 
Coursework 
The Princeton Review has shared that while high school requirements vary from state to state. Most 
students have the opportunity to take more classes than are required to graduate. If you take only the 
minimum required, colleges will conclude that you are doing the least required to get by.  
 
If you take extra classes, but they are not challenging (such as physical education courses), this looks 
just as bad. 
 
The best high school transcript will show consistent grades in a challenging course load with courses at 
the honors and Advanced Placement levels to impress colleges and show them that you are ready for 
college-level work. 

 

How to calculate your GPA 

Grade   On-Level Course Honors/Magnet Course AP Course  

A 4 4.5 5 

B 3 3.5 4 

C 2 2.5 3 

D 1 1.5 1 

F 0 (No credit) 0 (No credit) 0 (No credit) 

 

To calculate your GPA, take the grades from your report card, assign the points from above, and add. 

Divide the sum by the number of courses taken. This will give you your average or GPA from that 

semester. 
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Magnet ACADEMIC STANDARDS 

• Student must earn at least an 80% in each math, science, and research course to maintain “good 

standing” in the magnet program.  For AP courses, students must maintain a 74% due to the 

application of the extra quality point. 

• If a student earns a grade below an 80% (74% in AP classes) in a math, science, or research course, 

they will be placed on academic probation. 

• Dismissal from the magnet program may result if a student earns two or more D’s in any given 

semester or earns a grade of F in any math, science, or research course. 

• Magnet students may not participate in a full-time, dual enrollment program, and online courses 

must be full-credit and approved by the magnet coordinator. 

Extracurricular activities 

It is no secret that colleges are looking for bright students, but did you know The University of 

Pennsylvania and Duke University rejects 60% of Valedictorians? Why? Top colleges are looking for 

smart, well-rounded students. Grades and standardized test scores are important, but so are the other 

things that make you interesting. You are highly encouraged to get involved with sports, clubs, and 

organizations around campus. 

Community service 

Want to stand out with those same top colleges? Community service is a must! In fact, in the magnet 

program, you are required to complete at least 350 hours of documented community service before 

you graduate. Do not panic! Most magnet students perform a bulk of those required hours over the 

summers. It translates to approximately 117 hours per summer.  

Remember: It is important to be committed to what you are doing. Do not sign up for clubs or 

organizations in which you do not plan to become an active member. Colleges are looking for depth, 

not breath of your involvement. It is important to leave your mark!  

Leadership  

If you have the opportunity to lead-lead. Colleges and teachers like leaders but also understand that it 

is equally important to be a team player!  

November & December 

• The end of the semester is quickly approaching. Stay on top of your assignments, grades, 

and upcoming EOC exams. 

• Look for different activities (clubs and sports) that may be of interest. Check the South Cobb 

High School website for more information on clubs and sports. 
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January, February, & march 

• If you haven’t gotten involved in any extracurricular activities, now is a great time to start. 

Some scholarships want to see involvement all four years. Remember that leadership point 

previously mentioned. Chances are great that upperclassmen with leadership roles started 

actively participating as a freshman. 

• The second semester is an opportunity to prove yourself. If you did not like something 

about first semester, now is the time to make that change! 

o Check out the spring sports offered. 

o Look for community service opportunities 

o Look for summer science programs and internships and apply  

o Keep your grades up 

o Manage your time 

o If you are struggling with a class, ask for help. You are your own best advocate for 

your success. 

April & May 

• This is the time when students start to lose their focus. Use spring break as an opportunity 

to rest and restore so that you can finish strong. 

o Pull up lagging grades (frequently check StudentVue) 

o Prepare for AP and EOC Exams 

June & July  

• School is out for summer, but there is always something you can do for the next year. Enjoy 

your time off, but remember to do your community service. 

o Attend a summer program 

o Intern in some aspect of the medical field  

o Volunteer 

o Read some books 

o Begin preparing for the SAT or ACT 

Organizational tip for the year  

If you ask any upperclassman magnet student for advice, most likely they will tell you to manage your 

time wisely. It is advised that you study for thirty minutes a day for each class, whether you have 

homework or not. Look over the material covered in class so that you can ask questions about 

something that may have not clearly understood from the previous lesson. Do not wait to test day to 

ask the teacher to explain something from two weeks ago. Use an agenda or planner to organize your 

time effectively.  
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Who do I go to for assistance?  

Magnet Coordinator- Mrs. Angela Hurley 
Location: Magnet Office  
Contact Email: Angela.Hurley@cobbk12.org  
 
Magnet Counselor: Mrs. Jennifer Higgins-Brooks 
Location: Guidance Suite (in main building) 
Contact Email: Jennifer.Higgins-Brooks@cobbk12.org  
 

Remember, we are available to assist you with issues that may arise and to answer any questions 

you may have. We are only an email or Remind text away.  
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